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As you receive the April Prism our April Gathering will 
have come and gone.  
 
Our May gathering will be May 15th at 1:00 in the Parish 
Center. We will be having Elections and a Quorum of 
at least 7 voting members is needed as well as 2 
people to serve by passing out ballots and 
witnessing the count of ballots.  
Council Meeting: Our next Council meeting will be on 
Saturday, May 9th at 6:30 p.m. in the Youth Room.   

Due to Elections, there will be no Gospel Sharing or 
Ongoing Formation in May. 

 

We Are Witnesses to 
Christ’s Resurrection This Easter 

By Matt Johansen, ofs 
 

I was reading a post from Father 
Christopher, T.O.R. from 2020 as he 
was looking forward to Easter that 
touched my heart. He points out that 
the life of Jesus, though eventful, 
would have been long forgotten had 
he not been resurrected on Easter 
Sunday. The other crucial factor was 
that his followers proclaimed that 

resurrection confidently, with conviction, and often. 

Without their voices proclaiming this magnificent 
miracle the voices of those who were threatened by 
the Gospel of Christ would have seen their 
perspective win.  

Two millennia, two decades, and two years later we 
must be willing to carry our portion of this cross and 
share the Good News with others. Modern marvels 
have made what was once fantasy become 
commonplace. We exist in a world where genetically 
modified crops, medical technology, and engineering 
have made feeding the multitudes, healing the lame, 
and walking on water an everyday event or something 
that we can expect to see in the next few decades. Of 
course, these are scientific advances and not miracles 
as Our Savior performed but they begin to erode the 
majesty. Jesus healed a leper, but Jeff Bezos has flown 
to space. 

Once again it falls upon us, Jesus’ followers, to 
proclaim the Life, Death, and Resurrection of the Son 
of God. Fueled by the intense joy of knowing why 
Jesus did what he did we cannot help but shout from 
the rooftops that “He is risen”! Jesus acted out of love 
in giving his life for us. Lowly sinners, not to be 
formed in our mother’s womb for another 19-20 
centuries, Jesus knew we were lost without his help, 
and He gave his life for us. He suffered abuse, 
humiliation, and the pain of death to save us and even 
more make us co-heirs of his Eternal Kingdom. That 
profound love is not found anywhere in the modern 
world’s scientific advances and our world is yearning 
for it badly. 

Let us all stride confidently out the doors of our 
Church this Easter Sunday, and every day after, 
proudly proclaiming the resurrection and the love 
that accompanied it to all we meet. The joy of the 
“why” Jesus did what we did will make it easy to share 
the “what” Jesus did.  

I pray for a Blessed Easter for each and every one of 
you, Matt 
 



Refreshed by Looking Back 
Bonnie Johnson, ofs, Vice Minister 

 
Today I was looking through my 
files for something and came 
across a topic we had discussed 
once at a Spiritual Buffet at my 
house.  It was taken from a 

presentation by Fr. Dave Pivonka, TOR on Hiking the 
Camino back in 2013.  It was so impressive and 
poignant then and is so full of abundant wisdom I 
wanted to share at least part of it again.  Sometimes we 
need to look back to see how far we have come or to 
recapture and rejuvenate our Franciscan spirit.  

Fr. Dave’s words of wisdom: 

--There are places in our heart that do not exist until 
suffering enters them. 

  --The heart of spiritual life is detachment 

--Keep walking.  We feel euphoric at first and then it 
becomes difficult.  Pray to stay strong. 

--Our spiritual life is not a competition with others.  It is 
to walk the way, and at the speed that God desires. 

--Sometimes we go after what we think God wants us 
to do instead of going after God. 

--Go to confession because you want to be clean and 
pure…not because you do not want to feel bad or guilty.  
Try saying Bless me Father because I have broken 
God’s heart.  Put God in the center instead of yourself. 

--Rejoice at what God is doing in your heart. 

--Franciscan spirit is about getting rid of what keeps us 
from God.  It means surrender. 

--Pray for the grace to say yes to God’s call. 

--Those who are poor in Spirit turn from themselves and 
love the one who offended them. 

--Pope Francis said that as religious people we need to 
“smell like sheep.”  How can Franciscans do this? 

--God chose us to bear the fruit that must endure.  
 

From the writings of Brother Lawrence 
“In the midst of your work console yourself 
with Him (God) as often as you can. During 
your meals and your conversations, lift 
your heart towards Him from time to time; 
the slightest little remembrance will always 
be pleasant to Him.  …. So, make it a habit 
little by little to worship Him in this 
way…do not constrain your heart with 
rules…offer Him your heart with faith , 
love, and humility.” 

Saint of the Month 
Pedro De San Jose Bethancourt 

BL. Pedro was a Franciscan tertiary, missionary, and 
founder of charitable institutions. His family was 
extremely poor, and his first employment was as 
shepherd of the small family flock. In 1650, he left 
for Guatemala where a relative had preceded him 
as secretary to the governor general. His funds ran 
out in Havana, and Pedro had to pay for his passage 
from that point by working on a ship. 
 

He landed in Honduras and walked to Guatemala 
City. He was so poor that he had to join the daily 
bread line at the Franciscan friary where he met 
Fray Fernando Espino, a missionary, who 
befriended him and remained his lifelong 
counselor.  

In 1653, he entered the local Jesuit college of San 
Borja in the hopes of becoming a priest, but he 
lacked the ability to study and was soon forced to 
give up this dream.  

Fray Fernando invited him to join the Franciscan 
Order as a lay brother, but Pedro felt that God 
called him to remain in the world. Hence, in 1655, 
he joined the Third Order of St. Francis and took 
the tertiary habit as his garb.  

By this time, his virtues were widely recognized in 
the city. In 1658, María de Esquivel's hut was given 
to him, and Pedro, remembering the experiences of 
his first desperate days in Guatemala, immediately 
began a hospital for the convalescent poor, a hostel 
for the homeless, a school, an oratory, and a 
nursing community known as the Bethlehemites. 

 From then on, all his time was spent in alleviating 
the sufferings of the less fortunate. He endowed 
Masses that were to be celebrated at unusually early 
hours so that the poor might not have occasion to 
miss Mass because of their dress. On August 18, he 
would gather the children and have them sing the 
Seven Joys of the Franciscan Rosary in honor of the 
Blessed Mother, a custom that passed to Spain, but 
today remains only in Guatemala.  

The gentle, kind man known as "St. Francis of the 
Americas" died peacefully in his hospital, hoping 
that his companions would continue the many 
works he had begun.  He was beatified by John Paul 
II and on July 7, 2001, a second miracle attribute 
to his in intercession was approved. Upon his 
canonization he will become Guatemala's first 
saint. 

 

 

 



Prayer for a Visit to the Blessed Sacrament 
by Saint Alphonsus de Liguori 

My Lord Jesus Christ, Who for the love which You 
bear to men, remain night and day in this 
Sacrament full of compassion and of love, waiting, 
calling, and welcoming all who come to visit You; I 
believe that You are truly present in the Sacrament 
of the altar. 

I adore You humbly, and I thank You for all the 
graces which You have bestowed upon me; in 
particular for having given me Yourself in this 
Sacrament, for having given me Your most holy 
Mother Mary as my mediatrix and for having called 
me to visit You in this church. 

I salute Your most loving Heart, and this for three 
purposes: first, in thanksgiving for this great gift; 
secondly, to make amends to You for all the 
outrages which You receive in this Sacrament from 
all Your enemies; thirdly, to adore You, by this visit, 
in all the places on earth in which You are present 
in this Sacrament and in which You are least 
revered and most abandoned. 

My Jesus, I love You with my whole heart! 

I grieve for having so often offended Your infinite 
goodness. I promise, by Your grace, never more to 
offend You and, as unworthy as I am, I consecrate 
myself to You completely; renouncing my entire 
will, my affections, my desires, and all that I 
possess. Do with me as You please and whatever 
You please with all that I have. 

All that I ask and desire of You is Your holy love, 
final perseverance, and the perfect 
accomplishment of Your will. I entrust to You the 
souls in purgatory, especially those who had the 
greatest devotion to You in the Most Blessed 
Sacrament and to the most Blessed Virgin Mary. I 
also recommend to You all poor sinners. 

Finally, dear Savior, I unite all my affections with 
those of Your most loving Heart and I offer them, 
thus united, to Your Eternal Father, beseeching Him 
in Your Name because of Your love, to accept them 
and to grant my petitions. Amen. 

 
 
 
 
 
 

Schedules May Be Subject to Change 

 

Please pray for:  
• Good health for all our members. 
Especially pray for Pat Yunker ofs 
and her husband Dale who both 
have Covid 
• The help of the Holy Spirit as we 
look inward for ways that we may 

grow in our relationship with our Savior 
and in our Franciscan spirituality. 

• Our Pope, Bishop, Priests, and 
Seminarians 

 A Little Easter Humor 

 


